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Minutes:  Meeting to Discuss [Children’s Network Policy 
Council] 

 

 
Date, time, and 
place 

Date: March 22, 2006 
Time: noon 
Place: County Government Center, 385 N. Arrowhead Ave., 5th Floor Citrus 
Room, San Bernardino 

 
Attendees Charles Adams, Community Action Partnership 

Mandi Batalo, County Library 
Karen Bell, DA – Juvenile Division 
Jeff Broyde, Public Defender 
Cathy Cimbalo, Department of Children’s Services 
Mary Lynn Clark, Inland Regional Center 
Margaret Easley, Department of Public Health 
Jim Felten, Department of Public Health 
Linda Haugan, Human Services Administration 
Kimm Hurley-Smith, Department of Behavioral Health 
Richard Jarvis, First 5 San Bernardino 
John Kochis, District Attorney’s Office 
Honorable James McGuire 
Michael Markel, County Counsel 
Susan Melanson, Children’s Network 
Kent Paxton, Children’s Network 
Allan Rawland, Department of Behavioral Health 
Ed Rowe, Children’s Network 
Brenda Perez, Probation 
Jose Marquez, California Endowment 
Michael Bautista, Children’s Fund 
Tammy Williams, Children’s Network 

 
Approval of 
previous 
minutes 

Judge McGuire welcomed everyone and self-introductions were made.  A 
motion was made to approve the agenda as it was submitted.  A motion was 
made to approve the February minutes as they were submitted. 

 
Topics 
discussed 

The table below identifies the topics discussed in the meeting and the person 
who led each discussion. 

  
Topic Discussion Leader 

Approval of Agenda McGuire 
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Approval of February Minutes McGuire 
Children’s Fund Report Bautista for Stafford 
Children’s Health Initiative  Marquez 
San Bernardino County/City 
Partnership Update 

Paxton 
 

IPC Procedures Paxton 
Discussion/Action Requested 
regarding Child Death Review Team 
Functions 

Melanson/Easley 

Other All 
Public Comment All 

 
Key points:  
Children’s 
Fund Report 

The following highlights were given: 
• Michael Bautista reported on behalf of Rebecca Stafford. 
• The A.Gary Anderson Golf fundraiser is on June 19th at the Victoria 

Gardens.  Come out and play a round of golf. 
• The PepsiCo Fundraiser is items that have a green logo with a white 

check mark.  Please purchase those this week and next, because 
Children’s Fund gets a percentage of the sales. 

• The charity event at Nascar was big; think over $56,000 was raised.   
• Kent mentioned that Children’s Fund Board will be meeting and 

discussing 3 major allocations to consider; CASA (Court Appointed 
Special Advocate) program; Public Health Nursing to support SART 
(Screen Assessment Referral Treatment) and PLT  (Perinatal 
Leadership Team) efforts; and the Children’s Initiative through 
California Endowment.   

 
Key points: 
Children’s 
Health 
Initiative 

The following highlights were given: 
• Kent Paxton introduced Jose Marquez of the California Endowment. 
• Jose distributed two handouts on; Cover California’s Kids Program 

Update power point and Updated Health Insurance Coverage For All 
Children:  A Goal Within Reach newsletter. 

• California Endowment has been in existence since 1996.   
• California Endowment has distributed 7,000 grants in the amount of 

1.5 billion dollars. 
• Kent invited Jose to come and talk about the health initiative for this 

region.   
• Through the 2003 California Kid’s Initiative that extends 5 years the 

plan is to spend 45 million dollars working with other health insurance 
companies such as Blue Shield, IEHP, and First 5 to get children 
under 300% poverty on health insurance. 

• Since 2003, the California Endowment has been able to get 18 
Coalitions funded. 
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• A coalition has been established in San Bernardino County with 
members from Public Health, First 5 San Bernardino, Children’s 
Network, etc.   

• The goal is to get all children up to age 20 in California insured. 
• Jose mentioned they are beginning to address uninsured adults as well. 
• Jose mentioned that Blue Shield has an opportunity to apply for the 

State match of $500,000 and First 5 has an opportunity to apply for 
$600,000.   Basically, this new Coalition that just formed has only met 
three times and has identified up to one million dollars they could 
apply for.   Kent mentioned Children’s Fund might be interested in 
helping to come up with the match. 

• Kent mentioned he would like to see the Coalition track how much 
would be saved from indigent children going to ARMC (Arrowhead 
Regional Medical Center) Emergency Room.   

• Jose mentioned that the Board of Supervisors see the value in the 
program and support it with funding. 

• It was mentioned that Supervisor Gonzales was interested and would 
like to see what the bottom line cost would be. 

• Allan Rawland mentioned he has seen the process where children and 
families were identified at 250% poverty would be eligible for 
Healthy Families, which would save the EPSDT funding that comes 
from the State. 

• Jim Felten suggests looking at undocumented costs right now through 
ARMC and Public Health clinics. 

• Jose welcomed anyone from the group to participate in the Coalition. 

 
Key points: 
San Bernardino 
County/City 
Partnership 
Update 

The following highlights were given: 
• Kent mentioned his part time job now is the Strategic Planning efforts 

of the Myneshia’s Circle. 
• The purpose is to reduce violent crime, reduce juvenile arrest, improve 

quality of life, etc. 
• There will be plans to sustain the grass root efforts. 
• Kent thanked all those present that have been attending the meetings. 
• There is two more Outcome meetings scheduled for March 28th and 

March 29th both at 2 p.m. at Human Services Administration, 150 S. 
Lena Road, San Bernardino.  March 28th focus is on Quality of life.  
March 29th is on sustainability efforts. 

• There will be a full report of the Outcome meetings at a meeting on 
April 13th at 6 p.m. at the Board Chambers, 385 N. Arrowhead Ave., 
and 1st Floor, San Bernardino that Supervisor Gonzales will be 
hosting.  At that time a power point presentation will be given along 
with a data set.  There will be also a light dinner served.   

• Some stats given were:  4,500 arrests by City School Police; 40% of 
San Bernardino City population have an income of less $25,000 with a 
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median income for a family of $31,000; over 15,000 apartments; out 
of 1.8 billion dollars is spent on welfare and 400 million dollars of that 
is spent on residents in San Bernardino City; 83% of the students in 
San Bernardino City are on free or reduced lunch; and 8.6% of the 
children are in foster care.  Still waiting to get some stats on crime, 
business sector, cbo (community based organization) and faith-based. 

• Kent mentioned he and Mayor Morris met with Dr. Delgado of City 
Schools, and mentioned that he will be doing a presentation on April 
13th.   

• The Outcome groups have been discussing short-term, long-term 
goals and how to better coordinate services between the county and 
city.   

• One strategy discussed was to develop community wellness teams for 
law and code enforcement issues.  Suggestion to have County social 
workers and public health nurses present, when they inspect apartment 
buildings.   

• Kent mentioned last Friday, he got a call from the Rialto Police 
Department stating they were going to have a gang sweep and were 
looking for resources for families during a crisis situation.  Kent 
mentioned he gave the telephone number to the Department of 
Children’s Services, Family-to-Family unit. 

• Kent mentioned the City already has their own Workforce Investment 
and believes it would be more effective if it could be joined with the 
County Workforce Development Department. 

• The last Outcome group dealt with business in San Bernardino.  At 
that meeting it was suggested the city should join the Agua Mansa 
Development, since there are real developments the city could benefit.  
Another suggestion was made to use some vacant business offices as 
light industry for training purposes.   

• Kent and Mayor Morris has been meeting with the Churches and has a 
meeting set up with the IEAACC (Inland Empire African American 
Council of Churches). 

• Kent mentioned in the process of having a longer meeting in May, 
where there can be breakout sessions.  They are proposing possibly 
the Convention Center. 

• Another strategy that was mentioned was to develop a City/County 
Policy Council fashioned after the Children’s Network Policy 
Council. 

• Kent mentioned he would bring back the draft report for this group to 
look at. 

• Kent mentioned that Mayor Morris and Supervisor Gonzales would 
have to decide what the long-term commitment will be to support the 
planning and process of Menasha’s Circle.  
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Key points: 
IPC Procedures 

The following highlights were given: 
• Kent referred everyone to the IPC (Interagency Placement Council) 

document in his or her packet that was developed by Department of 
Behavioral Health Clinical Supervisor, Tim Hougen. 

• This specific group has a process for review group home rates.   
• For further questions, please contact Tim Hougen.   

 
Key points: 
Discussion/ 
Action 
Requested 
regarding Child 
Death Review 
Team 
Functions 

The following highlights were given: 
• Susan Melanson reported that as a part of Child Abuse Prevention 

Coalition she and Sue Taylor staff the San Bernardino County Child 
Abuse Review Team.  They are also members of the Southern region 
Child Abuse Review Teams.   

• Susan and Sue have met with chairs of other teams and have gotten 
some great ideas.   

• There was a retreat in December that was one day and half, where 
they were able to learn best practices how to strengthen the team as 
much as possible. 

• Susan is also a member on the State Council. 
• Susan mentioned that through the CDRT (Child Death Review Team) 

that some of the awareness campaigns are developed for Child Abuse 
Prevention materials. 

• Margaret Easley reported that Kay Fangerow has been chairing the 
team that meets once a month. 

• A PHN goes to the Coroners’ Office and collects all the reports, and 
then they are all processed and distributed to CDRT members, which 
is a very timely process. 

• A suggestion was made for better use of the PHN’s time to just collect 
the reports.  A clerk could be in charge of record keeping, e-mailing, 
and streamlining the data for the meetings.   

• Susan mentioned the State has a data report form that can be filled out 
and submitted by the County and the County would be able to get 
$200 per case.  In the past the County has not been able to do that, due 
to staffing issues.   

• The data could be recorded on an Excel spreadsheet that would be 
more specific. 

• Susan gave the example of 14 drowning deaths in this county last 
year, and the Excel spreadsheet could list the specific type. 

• Cathy Cimbalo mentioned it would be a benefit to have this 
information, especially for media purposes.   

• Susan mentioned this county would not be eligible for the funding 
until the beginning of July, because this county did not get any 
allocation for this fiscal year. 

• Susan requested a half time funded entry-level clerical position 
number.  Linda Haugan suggested Nancy Swanson might have 
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something available through the TAD (Transitional Assistance 
Department).  

 
Key points: 
Other 

The following highlights were given: 
• Judge McGuire thanked Allan Rawland again for his incredible work 

on Prop. 63.  Allan stated there would be a conference call with the 
state tomorrow and a face-to-face interview on March 29th. There will 
be a list of questions to respond to after the face-to-face interview.  So 
far only 4 Counties have been funded. 

• Allan Rawland mentioned they have already gotten approval of 1.2 
million dollars to extend the planning for outreach for the 
underserved.  Some other things working on planning process for 
prevention and early intervention for the local SART process that will 
be rolling out soon.  Work is progressing on the Workforce 
Development as well. 

• Kent mentioned there was a meeting recently dealing with work force 
investment and youth that dealt with various departments, and some 
meaningful connections were made so that the resources will be used 
to the best benefits of the youth in this county. 

• Allan mentioned there maybe a significant lawsuit that was mentioned 
in the newspapers that may become a court order dealing with foster 
children in foster care needing mental health services.  There will be a 
need to develop more wrap around services to serve the 5,500 children 
in care. 

• Judge McGuire mentioned the final protocol would be coming soon 
from Mental Health Juvenile Court. 

• Susan mentioned Children’s Network has available blue ribbons and 
pins for Child Abuse Prevention Month and reminded everyone of 
The Shine the Light on Child Abuse Awareness Awards Breakfast at 
the Ontario DoubleTree, March 23rd at 7:30 a.m. for the price of $10. 

 
Key points: 
Public 
Comment 

The following highlights were given: 
• None. 

 

 
 

 
Next meeting April 26, 2006 at noon 
 
 


